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” D ATIEN AR T ER Best Management Practices
N TRAILS SYSTEM

* Recreation

* Education

* Conservation
*Public Information
* Community Support

*Trail Maintenance

*Planning
Established to:

*Encourage stewardship
*Increase access
*Supported by broad-based community partnerships
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NATIONAL WATER _
TRAILS SYSTEM

*Designated by the Secretary of the Interior or the Secretary of
Agriculture

*Managed by a local management entity (local, state, or federal
government agency; nonprofit organization; interagency
organization)

* Property ownership remains.
*Not acquired by the National Park Service!
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NATIONAL WATER
TRAILS SYSTEM

FREP Noon Network
August, 2014

Glacial Park, McHenry County Conservation District

A distinctive national network of

exemplary water trails which are designated
by the Secretary of the Interior. The trails within the
National Water Trails System are cooperatively sup-
ported and sustained
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Rock River Water Trail Sections
Northern Water Trail Section A and East Branch through Horicon Marsh to Horicon Section B
=) Northern Water Trail Section A
) ast Branch through Horicon Marsh to Horicon Section B
D Horicon to Hustisford to Watertown Section C
Watertown to Jefferson Section D
[} Jefferson to Fort Atkinson To Indianford Section E
{___Jindianford to Janesville to Beloit Section F
) Beboit to Rockford Section G
Rockford to Oregon Section H
Eoregon to Dixon to Steriing - Rock Falls Section |
Sterling - Rock Falls to Prophetstown to Erie Section J
) &vie to Calona To Quad Cities Section K

N
AN,
WI' o 15 60

S . | Miles

“This map was compied by WinGIS on 8728/12. WinGIS makes
no warranties, ether expressed of implied as to any matter
) whatsoever, . wihout limitation, the conditon of the
. product, or s fitness for any particular purpose. The burden for
bt o determining finess for use lies entirely with the user o o -~
WIN&GIS

lllinois State Plane Coordinate System, West Zone
North American Datum of 1883
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Wisconsin-Illinois
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FREP NPS
National Water Trails Program Committee
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Participants
Algonquin
Aurora
Batavia
Bird Conservation Network
Fox Valley PD
FREP
Friends of the Fox River
Girl Scouts
IDNR
Il Paddling
KC Canoe Network
KC Council of Mayors
Kane DuPage Soil & Water Cons. Dist.
Residents
St. Chas. Canoeing Club
St. Chas. Rowing Club
Sierra Club
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VILLAGE

*2007 First Impressions
* 2008 River Rhythms

® 2008 SEWFRC Grant - Village
Hall Stream Bank Stabilization

® 2008 Master Plan Amendment
®* 2010 CLUE Group Report

® 2012 Begin Planning Efforts
for River Redevelopment & Ten
Club Park

® 2013 Whitford Park Stream
Bank Stabilization

® 2014 Concept Plan for River
Redevelopment & Ten Club Park
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Wisconsin-Illinois
Fox River Water Trail Initiative

Goal 2: Work to Enhance Destination Appeal

Objective A

Advocate for Destination-Enhancing Development
Tactic

Support efforts to develop the Fox River Trail into a member of
the National Water Trail System
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Build a place people want to visit, and you'll build a place
where people want to live.

Build a place where people want to live, and you’ll build a
place where people want to work.

Build a place where people want to work, and you'll build a
place where business has to be.

Build a place where business has to be, and you'll build a
place where people have to visit.

IT ALL — AND IT ONLY = STARTS WITH THE VISIT, AND THAT VISIT

STARTS WITH US.
Maura Gast- Irving CVB
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Rivers, Trails, and.Conservation Assistance Program
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Explore This

Organization

Apply for Community Assistance in

Home N .
S . Conservation and Outdoor Recreation
Apply
Community Projects Who May Apply
Resources
Multimedia Project applicants may be state and local agencies, tribes,
Partners nonprofit organizations, or citizen groups. National Parks and
other Federal agencies may apply in partnership with other local
News organizations.
How To Apply
« Consult with community partners to build a broad
© FAQs

base of support for your project idea

- Review the NPS application guidelines and
application form

- Please contact us as early as possible before the

m ContactUs
< Site Index
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National Park Service

FindaPark  Discover History ~

Explore This
Organization

Home

What We Do -

Apply

Partners

News.

Wisconsin-Illinois
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ExploreNature v Getinvolved ~  Working with Communities + Kids  AboutUs v

Apply for Community Assistance in
Conservation and Outdoor Recreation

Who May Apply

Project applicants may be state and local agencies, ribes.
nonprofit organizations, of citizen groups. National Parks and
other Federal agencies may apply in parinership with other local
organizations.

How To Apply

+ Consuit with community partners to build a broad
base of support for your project idea

* Review the NPS application quidelines and

pplication

+ Please contacl us as early as possidle before the
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Application!

Application for Community Assistance

Successtul porinershios

e Rafonol ork Sevice v Tl ond Corsenvoflon Asilonce proo
wrifies across America in achieving their conservation and

Date; Juy 31,2015 rolest Name: Wincis and Wiconsi Fox River Woer Tro e

Prolect Location Descri it The Fox River Watershed is located primarly in the
Coumties of Kemache, e, Waheorh and Wbesha Counties b sodthemstorn Wisconsn s the countiesof
McHenry, Lake, Cook Kane, DuPage, Kendall and Lasalle Counties From in

Colgate, Wisconsin to the confuence with the Wlinols River in Ottawa, llinois, the Fox River flows for 223 miles through a
combination of urban, suburban and rural landscapes offering its resources to diverse populations. The largest city,
Aurora, with a population of approximately 200,000, i located in Kane County, inols.

Clly and state: Wisconsin and Hinois
Congressional Districi(s) Number (s): Wisconsin #1 and #4 and lllinols #6, #8, #10, #11, #14 and #16

‘Apolicont organization(s): Fox River Ecosystem Parinership

Pmory Contact: Karen Ann Miler, AICP  Thie: Execuive Planner

Sheel Address: 719 . Batavia Avenve

City: Geneva State: IL Zip Code: 60134

Emait X
Phone: (708) 227-9862

ool
rifies developed. pian creation.

development of
€ Project accompishments 1o date
d  Suppor

and boorcs olc

your project area that wil benefil of be impacted with
pportunifies

The vision of the Fox River Ecosystem Partnership (FREP) and our current partners, the Southeast Wisconsin Fox
River Partnership (SFRP) and the Wisconsin village of Waterford, for the Fox River watershed in linois and Wisconsin is
to balance all the preserving and enh environment
The goal of the Partnership s to develop a water trals initiative for the Fox River through Wisconsin and Hlinois to
provide enhanced recreational opportunities for residents and visitors while encouraging sustainable stewardship.
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X
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Letters of Support
FREP

Village of Waterford
City of Waukesha
Racine County

Racine County Economic
Development Corp.

Real Racine

Southeast Wisconsin
Fox River Commission

Waukesha County
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\(Accepted!

United States Department of the Interior

% - NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
\?&3{"/ Midwest Regional Office/ Wisconsin Field Office
Fivers and Trails Progm
626 East Wisconsin Avemie, Stite 400
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202
9 BOMWR-PRTCA)
October 6, 2015
M. Karen Miller
Fox River Ecosystem Partnership
719 Batavia Aveme
Geneva, IL 60134
Dear Ms. Miller:

‘Thank you for your renswed application for technical assistance from the National Park Service (NPS)
‘Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assistance LR'ICA) ‘program for Fiscal Year 2016. Although we have not
that

Teceived an approved budget from Congress and the President, we would Iike to your
application requesting assistance for the linois and Wisconsin Fox: River Water Trail Iitiative meets our
program goals and appli Consequently, we

and fully expect to continue our assistance once the budget is finally approved.
‘The Illinois and Wisconsin Fox River Water Trail project s a 223-mile, mlti-dimensional project
mcluding

American and pioneer cultural sites, urban and rural landscapes, and recreation opportunities making the
iver ideal for a water rail. In addition, i ‘plans which ref i
assets associated with a water trail. Lastly, your project s aligned with National Park Service strategic
Gbjectives identified in the NPS “Call to Action™ such as youth engagement, linking parks, increasing
outdoor recreation, ete.

A water tail i chicle for stewarding Fox the quality of ife,
‘health, recreation, safety. and ecotourism along ifs course. Your application demonstrates an abundance
of support for water trail planning
govemments mm»ﬁaﬂ;m“mm‘m One fthe rimaey cllengs s you
‘mention in your application, will among

You've requested our assistance assessing and engaging partners to work over the 223 river miles;
assistance I priority sefting and consensus building. identifying community outreach, and participation
strategies; and assistance in identifying potential fimding sources. You've identified river related work in
‘whicyou cd the partners e beenengaged s el s ptentia o patoers who ity el wid
‘mapping and data collecti
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Core Development Team

Vision
The Fox River Water Trail from Lisbon, Wisconsin, to the
confluence with the Illinois River in Ottawa, IL provides
suitable access to the public, to enjoy the quiet and
active recreation, scenic beauty, abundant wildlife, and
historic and cultural features. Communities along the
Fox River embrace stewardship and public engagement
to provide a sense of place.

Mike Hoag

> W — RGN
X :oe" ’1:,% R S
IVER ;@% WATEREORD |
@A RTNERSHIP : YILLAGE =

Southeastern
Wisconsin
Regional
Planning

/]

Commission g

CMAP uz



http://rockrivertrail.com/maps/
http://rockrivertrail.com/maps/
http://www.cmap.illinois.gov/
http://www.cmap.illinois.gov/
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Core Development Team

Mission

The mission of the WI-IL Fox River Water Trail Core
Development Team is to develop and support a
sustainable 223-mile water trail along the Fox River.

Mike Hoag
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Wisconsin-Illinois
Fox River Water Trail Initiative

Core Development Team

Goals

1. Develop the WI-IL Fox River Water Trail Action Plan using the
W§ National Water Trail System’s best management practices
and guidance.

* Conduct an evaluation of access sites and locations for
existing conditions and go a gap analysis to identify where
new access sites may be needed.

& Develop the WI-IL Fox River Water Trail map, website, and
signage with information on access points; dams and other
hazards; trip times; points of interest; historical, cultural,
and natural features; and resources.

* Complete and submit an application for national designation
in the National Water Trail System.

* Support the enhancement and development of access sites
for all abilities as needed.

@\?ER
OSYSTEM
TNERSHIP

Mike Hoag

f -\b
WATERFOR]) = = ; ' =
: : X Hm_mo S PADDLING

— By 4.  COUNCIL
1 v Soutieastom Wiconhh / ‘h—~
Fox River Commission

PpoaiNeERpcaIpPTEAY

Southeastern
Wisconsin
Regional
Planning

]

Commission g

CMAP -



http://rockrivertrail.com/maps/
http://rockrivertrail.com/maps/
http://www.cmap.illinois.gov/
http://www.cmap.illinois.gov/

Wisconsin-Illinois
Fox River Water Trail Initiative

Core Development Team

Goals

2. Develop and promote an education component that recognizes
the geologic and human history of the river and communities
along the river, the cultural features, natural resources, and
wildlife that visitors will encounter.

3. Protect and advocate for the environment and water quality of
the Fox River and a program of promoting the Fox River
environment and features.

4. Design a public planning process to engage communities and
other stakeholders to develop and sustain the water trail.

5. Identify a sustainable oversight partnership to guide water trail
implementation, including programming, maintenance, and
promotion.

Mike Hoag
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Core Development Team

Outreach to Stakeholders

W I-IL FOX RIVER WATER TRAIL
Core Development Team
it/ foxrverecosystem.org/rail.him

March 15, 2016
Dear Fox River affiliate,

We would like to introduce our team and share information about a multi-faceted, exciting project in your,
area. We are the Wisconsin -Illinois Fos River Water Trail Core Development Team, a group working to
develop a water trail on the 223-mile Fox River, from Wisconsin through Illinois. A water trail is a series
of sustainable, marked access sites along a waterway which connects communities and increases
awareness about the waterw:

A bi-state group met in July of 2015 to diseuss submitting an applicaion for a grant of technical
assistance from the National Park Service’s Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assistance Program; the
technieal assistanee grant was reccived in October.

Since then we have had several meetings to develop vision and mission statements and establish goals (sce
below). The team will keep the mission and goals at the forefront of our planning as we combine our
efforts with key stakeholders and communitics along the river. We will share information about public
workshops with opportunities for interested parties to share their enthusiasm, skills and expertise to bring
the vision of the WI-IL Fox River Water Trail to reality.

We welcome your participation and look forward to collaborating with you. In the meantime, please visic
our web page: https//www. fosiverecosystem.org/trailhtm and share this information with others

Sincerely,

—— Rebecea Ewald Karen Ann Miller, AICP
. Co-Chair Co-Chair
M ’ke Hoag rewald@waterfordwi.org millerkaren@co kane.ilus
262-534-7912 630-232-3418

WIIL Fox River Water Trail
Core Development Team

Jodie Aulif— Unois Padding Conncl
Brian Daly ~ Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning

Rebecca Eald— Village of Waterford Wisconsin, Adwinistrator

Grg Faraham — Rock.River Trail Initative

Rick Kania — Southeasters Wisconsin Regional Planning Commision

Barb Messick — Villageof W aterord Wisconsin, Administrative Anayst

Karen A Millr - Fo River Ecosystens Partnership; Kane Connty Hinois Deselgpment Department
Tom Slaski — Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission; Fox: River Partaership
Angie Tornes ~ National Partk Service Rivers, Trail, and Conservation Assistance Program
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Please join us!
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