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AUTHORITY 

ÁIllinois River Basin Restoration, Section 519 of 

the Water Resources Development Act of 2000.  

ÁAuthorizes implementation of critical restoration 

projects that produce independent , immediate, 

and substantial restoration goals of increasing 

connectivity of aquatic habitat, restoring 

floodplain habitat, and maintaining viable 

populations of native species. 
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Illinois River Basin Critical Restoration 

Projects (Section 519) 
 

1) Peoria Riverfront (Upper Island)   
  ASA approved 27 February 2004 

2) Pekin Lake (North) ASA approved 05 May 2006 

3) Pekin Lake (south)  

4) Waubonsie Creek  ASA approved 16 June 2010  

5) McKee Creek  

6) Kankakee River  

7) Blackberry Creek  

8) Iroquois River  

9) Alton Pool Side Channels & Islands  

10) LaGrange Pool Side Channels & Islands  

11) Tenmile Creek  

12) Yellow River  

13) Senachwine Creek  

14) Crow Creek West  

15) Starved Rock Pool Side Channels &         

 Islands  

16) Fox River Fish Passage  
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PROJECT LOCATION 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

ÅWRDA 1986 ï Illinois River system a ñnationally 

significant ecosystemò part of Upper Mississippi 

River System. 

 

ÅNational Academy of  Science ident if ied Illinois 

River as one of   few  w orld-class f loodplain 

ecosystems. 

 

ÅThe State of  Illinois developed Integrated 

Management Plan for the Illinois River 

Watershed (1997) w orking w ith mult iple local, 

state, and Federal groups and enacted the 

Illinois River Watershed Restorat ion Act  (1997).  

 

ÅIllinois River Basin Restorat ion Comprehensive 

Plan 2007 established system limit ing factors 

like reduct ion of  t ributary connect ivity and 

goals for restorat ion. 
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PROBLEM: Loss of Connectivity and Species 

Diversity/ Habitat 

Á The creeks and rivers that flow into the Illinois River are segmented 

by impassable barriers for native species of wildlife. 

 

Á These barriers prevent fish from utilizing valuable spawning habitat 

and prevent recolonization of fish and mussels from the Fox River (a 

major tributary to the Illinois River) after extreme flow events. 

 

Á Many of these impediments are in 

 disrepair. Some are failing causing  

 dangerous conditions for water recreation 

 users of the area in the form of large  

 concrete debris and exposed rebar. 
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Goals of the Restoration Project 

1) Restore aquatic habitat. 

2) Restore connectivity. 
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Objectives 

ÁThe recommended plan would restore connectivity 
between the Fox River and 32 miles of tributary habitat 
on Blackberry Creek. 

 

ÁAlternatives screened through IWR Plan Software. 
Ʒ CE/ICA (Cost Effectiveness/ Incremental Cost Analysis) 

Ʒ No other plan provides the 

 same output (habitat units) for 

 less cost 

Ʒ No other plan provides a 

 higher output level for the 

 same or less cost 
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Proposed Project Features Include: 

1) By-pass channel (3 possible layouts) 

2)  Removal of Blackberry Creek Dam 
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Historic Layout 1842 

1834 Dam  const ruct ed by John Schneider  t o  pow er a saw  m ill. 
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Historic Layout 1870 
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Historic Layout 1903 
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Historic Layout 1922 


